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(Abstract)

This paper focuses on transaction network formed by distribution companies such as retail
and wholesale enterprises. The economic activities and performance of distribution companies
are determined not only by individual attributes but also by network structures. However,
there is few research on distribution network based on transaction relationships. In order to
fill this room for research, this study analyzes transaction-based distribution networks by the
use of Social Network Analysis (SNA) approach. Furthermore, it judges utilities of SNA as a
technique for analyzing distribution network structures. The research procedure is as follows.
Firstly, multiple research questions (RQs) on examination of distribution relationship struc-
tures which utilizing the SNA approach make possible are presented. Reseach targets are
transaction relationships between grocery store and wholesale companies which deal dry gro-
ceries. After solution of the RQs, validity and value of SNA approach is identified based on

existence of insights for distribution research.
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